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Springfield Township, Bucks County 
2320 Township Road           ▪           Quakertown, PA 18951           ▪           610-346-6700       ▪       www.springfieldbucks.org  

 
Board of Supervisors   

 
MINUTES  

 
March 25, 2014 

 
Supervisors Present: Rob Zisko, Dave Long, Karen Bedics, Volker Oakey and John Oehler 
Also present: Terry Clemons, Esq. (Township Solicitor), Bob Wynn P.E. (Township Engineer), Chief Michael McDonald, 
Michael Brown (Township Manager) and Jason Wager (Secretary/Treasurer) 
 
Chairperson Zisko called the meeting to order at 7:38 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mr. Zisko announced 
that the Board held an Executive Session prior to tonight’s meeting to discuss real estate. 
 

Approval of Minutes 
 

Mr. Oehler moved to approve the March 11 minutes as edited with typo corrections.  Ms. Bedics seconded; the motion 
passed unanimously.  
 

Approval of Bills List 
 
Ms. Bedics moved to approve the following bills paid from February 22 to March 21, 2014: 
  

1. General Fund   4. Subdivision & Escrow     
 2. Liquid Fuels  5. Street Light                
 3. Open Space  6. Knecht’s Bridge Fund  
  
 
Mr. Oehler seconded; the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Road Department (posted) – The Board reviewed the 2/21 – 3/18/2014 Road Department report.  The Road Department 
performed 172 hours of road maintenance, 227 hours of equipment maintenance, 17 hours of building maintenance, 4 
hours of sign maintenance, 137 hours of winter maintenance and 52 hours of paperwork during this period.   
 
Police Department –   Chief McDonald discussed his report from February 2014.  There were 135 calls for service with 13 
reportable traffic crashes.  The State Police handled 8 of those calls for service. 
 
Chief reported the Township video surveillance system is up and running.  He stated he is working with a resident who 
collects WWII equipment and the Valley Forge Military Academy to host an event at the Township’s firing range for ten to 
fifteen students from the academy.  The Board requested Chief to receive written approval from the Township’s insurance 
underwriter.    Chief noted that a Drug Take Back event is scheduled for April 26, 2014 at Springfield Elementary. 
  
Treasurer – Jason Wager reported on the budget performance through March 21, 2014.  He noted that the Township 
received $41,600 in EIT revenue and $36,700 in real estate revenue on March 24th that was not reflected in his report, and 
EIT revenue was tracking its targeted performance.   The March 21st report listed EIT revenue down 26.4% from 2013 at 
$113,343.  Real Estate Transfer revenue was down 54.7% from last year and Real Estate/Delinquent Real Estate tax was 
down 4.9% from 2013.  Zoning Permits were down 62.3% from 2013 at $6,670.  Total revenue year to date was $167,070, 
which is down 28.1% from last year.  Total expenses were $373,550, which is up 16.4% from 2013.  The Township net 

$   2,966.17 
$     563.31 
$     510.65 

$   65,225.10 
$  15,188.07 
$       454.74  
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income was a negative $206,480 compared to a negative $88,622 last year.  He stated the Reserve was currently at 
$196,778.92, down $173,642.95 from the beginning year balance. 

 
Mr. Wager noted all DCED, Pension and PennDOT reports have been filed for 2014. 
 
Township Manager/Zoning – In February, Michael Brown reported 1 Use & Occupancy resale inspection was conducted 
and a total of 12 permits for $1,313 were received.  Mr. Brown discussed some of the current zoning activities he has 
encountered.  
 
Fire Company (posted) – The Board reviewed the February report from the Springtown Volunteer Fire Company.  They 
had 12 calls for service during this time. 
 
Township Solicitor – Mr. Clemons reported that he had received a letter from PPL in reference to the Hickon Tract that is 
supposed to be donated to the Township. 
 

Public Comment on Agenda Items   
 
There was no public comment on agenda items. 
 

Governmental Matters 
 

(1) Open Space issues – The Board tabled the Open Space issues for their next meeting. 
 
(2) Financial Software Upgrade - The consensus of the Board was to approve Mr. Brown’s request to 
 purchase the 2014 version of Quickbooks and increase the licenses to 3 since the current 2009 version was not 
 operating properly on the Township server and he wanted access for himself and Chief McDonald. 
 

Planning Matters   
 
(1) SALDO Lighting Amendment Revisions – The Board discussed an ordinance that would revise the 
 lighting plan submission requirements and streetlight responsibility currently in the Subdivision and Land
 Development Ordinance.  Mr. Oakey moved to approve the ordinance with the definition of “development” being 
 replaced with “subdivision and land development” to conform more closely to the SALDO’s applicability.  Mr. 
 Oehler seconded; the motion passed unanimously.  
 
(2) Shimp Subdivision - Ms. Bedics moved to approve the preliminary plan for the Shimp major subdivision, 
 prepared by Mease Engineering, dated November 18, 2013 and last revised February 21, 2014 and 
 consisting of 3 plan sheets, subject to the conditions set forth in the Township Engineer’s review letter dated 
 February 27, 2014.  Mr. Long seconded; the motion passed unanimously.  
 

Old Business 
 

There was no old business. 
 

New Business 
 

(1)  Triple Fee Waiver Request – Mr. Long moved to waive the triple permit fees to $350 for 876 Passer Road per 
incoming residents Mr. Oplinger and Ms. Urban’s request. Mr. Oehler seconded; the motion passed unanimously. 

 
(2)  Resolution updating access to Township’s Safe Deposit Box – Mr. Long moved to adopt Resolution 2014-

06, granting access to Mr. Brown, Mr. Wager and Ms. Godshall to the Township’s safety deposit box located at 
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Coopersburg QNB and requiring only 1 member to be present. Mr. Oakey seconded; the motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
(3)  Establish Interview Dates for Park & Recreation Candidates – The consensus of the Board was to hold 

interviews for the 9 candidates interested in the 5 available positions on the Parks & Recreation Board on April 22 
prior the regular Board meeting, and April 23. 

 
Correspondence 

 
Mr. Brown reviewed all correspondence to the Board including a 3/12/2014 letter from PennDOT approving a multi-way stop 
at Richlandtown Pike & State Road and 3/17/2014 letter from Senator Mensch announcing various programs. 
 

Public Comment 
 

Barbara Lindtner, 2184 Springhouse Lane, asked the Township to look into the PPL pole that was meant to be temporary 
that is still up by the Township Road Bridge and if the County will do anything about the trees that were removed.  She 
stated there is considerable erosion going into Cooks Creek because of it not being properly stabilized. 

 
Supervisor Comments  

 
Mr. Oehler reminded the Board should be watchdogs on the Township expenses in case they have to revisit the budget. 
 
Mr. Long requested an Executive Session following the meeting. 

 
Adjournment 

 
At 8:43 p.m., Mr. Oehler moved to adjourn the meeting into Executive Session.  Mr. Long seconded; the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
  

 
 
Jason A. Wager 
Township Secretary/Treasurer 
 
Next meeting:  April 22, 2014   
Approved:  April 22, 2014 


